
 
 

Partner Michael J. Bradford Joins Cohen Cunningham 
DeRose Higgins Lyon, Opening Tampa Office 

Board-Certified Civil Trial Lawyer brings background in maritime and complex commercial 
litigation, extending Florida bench 

TAMPA, Fla., July 13, 2026 — Cohen Cunningham DeRose Higgins Lyon is pleased to 
welcome partner Michael J. Bradford to the firm. Mike will open and lead the firm’s Tampa 
office, its second in the state.  

A Board-Certified Civil Trial Lawyer, Mike brings more than two decades of experience 
defending the nation’s leading insurance companies and Fortune 500 corporations in state and 
federal courts across Florida. His arrival deepens the firm’s Florida bench and extends its 
capabilities in admiralty and maritime, construction accident, casualty, insurance coverage, and 
complex commercial litigation. 

Mike previously served as Co-Chair of the Maritime Litigation Practice at Marshall Dennehey. 
He has tried bench and jury trials throughout Florida, handled numerous arbitrations and 
appeals, and built a reputation for winning cases that matter—including complete defense 
verdicts in trials involving claims of marine construction negligence, contested sinkhole and 
catastrophic first-party property trials, and personal injuries; marine insurance coverage 
disputes and marine salvage claims; and successful appeals before the Eleventh Circuit Court 
of Appeals and Florida’s appellate courts. His practice spans admiralty and maritime claims, 
professional liability defense, commercial litigation, insurance coverage, property and casualty, 
construction negligence, and nonprofit D&O. 

“Mike is an exceptional trial attorney with deep experience not only with respect to the 
gamut of casualty exposures, but also in the specialized areas of maritime, marine 
construction, and first-party property. He also embodies the leadership, integrity, and 
professionalism that our firm was built on,” said RJ Cohen, Chairman and Chief 
Development Officer at Cohen Cunningham. “We’re excited to introduce Mike and his 
team to our growing client community in Florida.” 

Mike is rated AV Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell, the highest peer review rating for 
professional competence, and has been recognized in The Best Lawyers in America in 
Admiralty and Maritime Law, Commercial Litigation, and Personal Injury Litigation – Defendants 
for multiple consecutive years. He has also been named to Florida Super Lawyers and Florida 
Trend’s Legal Elite. He is a member of the Maritime Law Association of the United States, the 
Southeastern Admiralty Law Institute, and the Claims & Litigation Management Alliance, among 
other professional organizations. 

"I am thrilled to join Cohen Cunningham. The firm's focus is squarely on providing the 
highest level of representation to its clients and providing attorneys the support they 
need to do it with energy and agility,” said Bradford. “My team and I are excited to bring 
our experience to the firm. We look forward to collaborating with talented colleagues and 
contributing to Cohen Cunningham’s continued success.” 



 
 

A Tampa native, Mike served four years in the United States Army before earning his 
undergraduate degree from the University of South Florida, cum laude, and his law degree from 
Vanderbilt University Law School. He is admitted to practice before the Florida Supreme Court 
and the U.S. District Courts for the Middle, Northern, and Southern Districts of Florida, as well 
as the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit. Beyond the courtroom, Mike has served 
on the boards of community organizations supporting children and families in the Tampa area. 

Mike brings over a team of talented attorneys that will be based in the Tampa office. He and his 
team will position the firm to provide top tier service to clients throughout Florida. 

 

About Cohen Cunningham DeRose Higgins Lyon 

Cohen Cunningham DeRose Higgins Lyon is a fast-growing, multistate litigation and advisory 
firm with offices in New York, Pennsylvania, Florida, New Jersey, and Connecticut. Founded on 
January 13, 2025 by a multigenerational team of proven legal and business leaders, the firm 
was built around a shared vision: a practice defined by inspired advocacy, quality work, and a 
culture that places the interests of clients and colleagues at the center of every decision. The 
firm’s practices span general liability, insurance services, construction, transportation, 
professional liability, commercial litigation, admiralty and maritime, and more. Learn more at 
cohencunningham.com. 
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